
Our ref:    CEX/86XCSU
Your ref: Please ask for Michelle Chard

e-mail: m.chard@manchester.gov.uk
Tel: 0161 234 4098
Fax: 0161 234 3207Date:       05 October 2010

Mr Marc Hudson

By e-mail only: editor@manchesterclimatefortnightly.info

Dear Mr Hudson,

Re: - Request for Information – Air  Flights by (i)  the Leader and Executive Members of 
Manchester  City  Council  and (ii)  the  Chief  Executive  and Members of  Manchester  City 
Council’s  Strategic  Management  Team  for  the  period  from  1st January  2007  to  31st 

December 2009 - Reference Number:  COR/835LPA

Thank you for your request for information, which was received by Manchester City Council on 28 
June 2010 and has been considered under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
(FoIA).

I apologise for the delay in responding to your request.

I set out below the requests for information that you made in your e-mail of the 27 June 2010 and 
the Council’s response to those requests:

For the years 2007 to 2009 inclusive, can you provide the following details.

1) The number of air flights, destinations and purpose of the visits made by:

a) the Leader and Executive Members of Manchester City Council when on official Council  
Business;

With regard to Part 1 (a) of your FoIA Request, please see the attached Table A.  

b) the Chief Executive and Members of Manchester City Council Senior Management Team  
when on official Council Business.

With regard to Part 1(b) of your FoIA Request, please note that Manchester City Council does not 
have a “Senior Management Team” as such, but does have a Strategic Management Team, which 
is composed of the following Council Officers.

Chief Executive
City Treasurer
City Solicitor
Deputy Chief Executive (Regeneration)
Deputy Chief Executive (Performance)
Director of Children’s Services
Director of Neighbourhood Services
Strategic Director of Transformation
Strategic Director, Adults
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Chief Executive of New East Manchester Limited 

Attached Table B lists air flights made by members of the Council’s Strategic Management Team.

2) Whether any carbon-offsetting arrangements were made for any of these flights and if so,  
details of the carbon-offsetting scheme used and payments made.

With regard to Part 2 of your FoIA Request, I can confirm that 
i) In respect of  the flights to Stockholm in November 2009 by the Leader and Deputy 

Leader of the Manchester City Council, the Council paid a £10 offset in respect of each 
flight  to the Foundation Climate Fund for the North West (http://foundation.climatefun-
d.org.uk/).

ii) In respect of the flight to Copenhagen in December 2009 by the Leader of Manchester 
City Council, the Council paid a £10 offset in respect of this flight to the Foundation Cli-
mate Fund for the North West (http://foundation.climatefund.org.uk/).

Please note that the Council did not have a policy on carbon-offsetting in place during the period 
from 01.01.2007 to 31.12.2009.  I am advised that the Council’s Delivery Plan for Manchester – A 
Certain  Future is  in  the final  stages of  drafting  prior  to  approval  later  this  year  and that  this 
includes a proposal for off-setting the carbon impacts of the Council’s corporate air travel.

Please note if you are not satisfied with this response you may ask for an internal review.  If you 
wish to complain you should contact me in the first instance.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to 
the Information Commissioner for a decision.

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 

Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.

Yours sincerely,

Michelle Chard
Head of Democratic Services
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